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MARY MAGDALENE PROJECT 

 

 NAMES 2009 COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
HONOREES 

 
LA City Attorney Sonja Dawson 

and 
Outgoing LA Police Commission President Anthony 

Pacheco 
 Recognized for Community Leadership 

 
 
Los Angeles / San Fernando Valley:  Sonja Dawson, Esq., Deputy 
City Attorney and creator of the LA City Attorney Office’s “Prostitution 
Diversion Program,” and Anthony Pacheco, Esq., President of the 
Los Angeles Police Commission 2007-2009 and partner at 
Proskauer Rose LLP in Century City have been named this year’s 
“Community Advocate” Honorees by The Mary Magdalene Project.  
The Mary Magdalene Project is LA’s only nonprofit devoted 
exclusively to assisting women prostitutes and their families out of 
prostitution. 
 
Dawson and Pacheco will be officially recognized at the annual black 
tie and live and silent auction event The Mary Magdalene Project will 
hold October 17th, 2009 in the Blossom Ballroom of The Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel, the newly refurbished ballroom site of the original 
1929 Oscar ceremonies.  The event theme is “Legendary 
Hollywood,” allowing the nearly 300 guests to dress as their favorite 
Hollywood star and emceed by Co-Anchor Leslie Sykes of KABC TV 
Los Angeles. 
 
“We’ve selected Sonja and Anthony this year because of their 
exceptional personal commitments to the special and often 
overwhelming issues that face women trying to get out of 
prostitution, as well as the success of their efforts to positively affect 
our city beaurocracies’ grasp of the problem and what can be done 
about it,” says Dr. Martin McCombs, Executive Director of MMP.  
“They’ve used their leadership roles both to humanize these abused   

      women and better empower the agencies that try to help them.” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
OFFICERS 
Board President  
Anne Christensen 
CEO, Anne’s Accounting 
 
Secretary/Treasurer  
Beatrice Volper 
Newport‐Mesa USD 
 
Linda Peterson, Esq. 
Attorney, Occidental Petroleum 
President Elect 
 
DIRECTORS 
Judy Ames  
Relocation Specialist 
 
Sam Dominick  
Director of Financial Compliance 
(ret.) 
 
Tanya Forsheit, Esq. 
Partner, Proskauer Rose 
 
Geoff Garlow 
Sr. VP, MacDonald Dettwiler & 
Assoc. 
 
Robin Gee 
County of Los Angeles 
 
Rev. Catherine Hughes 
Retired Minister 
 
Sondra Solish 
Community Advocate 
 
Roz Teller, MA 
Teller Associates 
Organizational Development  
 
STAFF 
Martin McCombs, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
 
Dianne Amato 
Program Director  
 



 

 

Mary Magdalene Project 
www.mmp.org 
P.O. Box 8396 
Van Nuys, CA 91409 
(818) 988‐4970 
(818) 947‐3923 fax 
 
 

 
 
Three years ago Sonja Dawson took a look at the women cycling through the court system over 
and over again for prostitution arrests.  Many were pimp-controlled, incredibly young with 
children, and with severe co-occurring disorders like substance abuse and homelessness.  “I 
created the Prostitution Diversion Program because I saw the need to find alternative approaches 
other than traditional prosecutorial functions. Simply stated, we just could not arrest our way out 
of the problem.”  The PDP is a pilot program that has spawned interventions for both the women 
prostituting themselves and the men patronizing them.  For first time offenders in the pilot 
program catchment area, the women are given an alternative that allows them to participate in 
multiple-intervention social service sessions, and if they complete it and don’t re-offend in the 
following year, their original charges are dropped.  For men patronizing prostitutes (known as 
“johns”), if it’s their first arrest, they are offered an alternative to sentencing that requires them to 
attend an 8-hour “John School.”   In John School they learn more about the risks they are taking 
and listen to former women prostitutes talk about their lives. 
 
Anthony Pacheco became an immediate advocate as soon as he learned of the existence of the 
MMP.  He has been a participant at MMP events, and began to use his influence to introduce 
important members of the LAPD to the agency, and arranged for the Commission to receive a 
special orientation to the agency and its plans to expand services to include a drop in clinic.  "This 
Project," according to Mr. Pacheco, "recognizes the value of the human condition, and acts with 
empathy and dignity in attempting to better the circumstances of prostitutes. The Project 
attempts, in a way that no other program has, to reintegrate prostitutes back into society with the 
use of a variety of coordinated, comprehensive services. It is a Project of which I am proud to be 
a part."  
 
McCombs hopes the agency’s stepping up to increase its community level impact by opening a 
community drop in clinic at a time like this will prompt more support and attention from donors of 
all kinds.  “These women are a significantly misunderstood special needs population,” says he.  
“They seem to inspire a lot of rage from communities who think they’re out there because they 
like it instead of the fact they’re risking everything just to survive.” 
 

-end- 
 

ADDITIONAL CONTACTS / RELATED STORIES: 
JPEG Photographs are available of both honorees 

Ms. Dawson and Mr. Pacheco are available for comments 
 

Ms. Sonja Dawson, Esq., LA City Attorney Prostitute Diversion Program 
323-789-2701 

 
Mr. Anthony Pacheco, Esq., Partner, Proskauer Rose LLP 

310-284-5647 
 

Related Stories / Contact Dr. Martin McCombs 818-988-4970: 
“DROP IN CLINIC TO HELP WOMEN OUT OF PROSTITUTION OPENS IN LA” 

“PROSTITUTES VERY MISUNDERSTOOD SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATION” 
“FORMER PROSTITUTE RUNS PROSTITUTE RESCUE PROGRAM” 

 
 


